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Open your group in prayer, and remember that this is only a guide. Feel free to discuss each of the                                       
provided questions in the message notes, or simply dive deeper into just one. Before you close with                                 
prayer, take a few minutes to look over the Three Essential Questions towards the end of the                                 
document.  
 

Look forward to a Romans 8 Christmas! 

1. A NO CONDEMNATION CHRISTMAS 
Talk It Over 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” ​Romans 8:1 (NIV)  
 

Question 1 
Why does knowing God forgives us help you forgive yourself for not measuring up to your own                                 
expectations? Why is it hard to accept and remember that God never condemns us and how does                                 
that make you feel? 
 
2. A NO FEAR CHRISTMAS 
Talk It Over 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people.’” ​ Luke 2:10 (NIV)  

 

Question 2 
Why is it difficult to let go of fears even though God tells us not to be afraid? What are your                                         
greatest fears at this time that God wants to replace with joy?  
 
3. A FULL OF HOPE CHRISTMAS 
Talk It Over 

“The LORD is near to those who are discouraged; 
he saves those who have lost all hope.” ​Psalm 34:18 (TEV)  

 

Question 3 
What is the difference between wishing for change and putting hope in God? What do you have                                 
hope for at this time? 
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4. A GOD IS WORKING CHRISTMAS 
Talk It Over 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.” ​Romans 8:28 (NIV)  

 

Question 4 
Have you seen God take a problem in your life and transform it for good this year? What are you                                       
going to give to God to ‘work for the good’ in 2021?   
 
5. A GOD IS WITH ME CHRISTMAS 
Talk It Over 

“‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ 
(which means ‘God with us’).”  ​Matthew 1:23 (NIV)  

 

Question 5 
What are you feeling separated from at this time? How can we encourage or show others that are                                   
suffering this Christmas that God’s love is with them? 
 
 
 

Three Essential Questions 
The following questions are intended to be open-ended and encourage members to consider how 
they felt and what they, or the  group, can do as a result of hearing the message! 
 

1. What did you hear?​ ​What point in this message was most impactful for you? 

2. What do you think?​ ​How did this message challenge, change, or affirm your thinking? 
3. What will you do?​ ​How will you or your group put into practice what you’ve learned today? 

 

Small Group Actions Steps  
1. Receive free New Believer material:  
Text NEWSTART (1 word) to 83000 or email ​newstart@saddleback.com 
 

2. Support this broadcast & feed tens of thousands of out-of-work families! 
Give online at ​https://saddleback.com/give 
 

3. Join an online small group for fellowship during COVID-19  
Text SMALLGROUP to 99000 or email ​smallgroup@saddleback.com 

 
 

Are you interested in the Bible and in helping small groups benefit from the weekend message? Well, you are 
in luck! Saddleback members like you create these discussion guides each week. If you are interested in 
joining the team, please email ​Maturity@saddleback.com 
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