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That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding
their flocks of sheep.
Luke 2:8 (NLT)

The light makes everything visible. This is why it is said, ‘“Awake, O sleeper:,
rise up from the dead, and Christ will give you light”
Ephesians 5:14 (NLT)

Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of
the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified! But the angel reassured
them. “Don't be afraid!” he said. ‘I bring you good news that will bring great joy
to all people. The Savior — yes, the Messiah, the Lord — has been born today
in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You
will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” Suddenly,
the angel was joined by a vast host of others — the armies of heaven — praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to
those with whom God is pleased” When the angels had returned to heaven, the
shepherds said to each other, ‘Lets go to Bethlehem! Lets see this thing that
has happened. which the Lord has told us about” They hurried to the village
and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger.
After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what
the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story
were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about
them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.
Luke 2:9-20 (NLT)

“When they had seen [Jesus], they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them.”

Luke 2:17-18 (NIV)
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THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS ...

1. | can receive for my past.

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6 (NIV)

“For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search and find my
sheep. I will be like a shepherd looking for his scattered flock. I will find my
sheep and rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on
that dark and cloudy day”

Ezekiel 34:11-12 (NLT)

2. | can today.

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel” (which means “God with us’).
Matthew 1:23 (NIV)

3. | can have for my future.

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light on those living
in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
Isaiah 9:2 (NIV)

4. | can experience his for his

When they had seen [Jesus], they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them.

Luke 2:17-18 (NIV)
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